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after day, with a terrible monotony, the steppes sweep past
the carnage windows. Occasionally the line rises, and
then hills merge into mountains where torients roar and
dark forests blot out the brilliant sunlight Six thousand
miles from east to west the Trans-Siberian railway carries
man and freight. The new demands for transport found
the old system utterly inadequate; its single line of rails,
its needless cmves and summits, and its antiquated rolling
stock dammed up the stream of freight and threatened
imminent disaster.

That single track, however, is now a double track.
Light rails and bridges are replaced with heavier ones.
Sleepers have been increased in number, chemically treated,
and strongly ballasted Curves have been straightened
out, gradients removed; high-powered locomotives with
ten driving-wheels draw long trains of giant bogie-trucks
Special locomotives, suitable for long runs through arid
deserts, condense the steam into water and re-use it,
ridding the ti am of a water tender. The drawn load has
been increased by 50 per cent., and the speed by 20 per cent,
to 30 per cent. The latest model of express locomotive
is said to be capable of a speed of 180 kilometres an hour.
Siberia has moved nearer in time to Moscow, and the cost
of freight has dropped from a penny per ton-mile to less
than half a farthing.

New railways give value to many things that were
worthless befoie. A pine log has no value in the heart
of a forest hundreds of miles from means of transport.
It receives value instantly when a railroad approaches,
and greater value still when hauled to a saw-mill and
cut into planks.

Turkestan employed only a portion of her priceless
irrigated lands for cotton culture, though Leningrad,
Moscow, and Ivanovo were dangerously dependent upon
cotton from America and Egypt. The reason was simple.
Turkestan needed food and devoted valuable cotton lands
to the growth of grain Yet Soviet Siberia had grain
enough and to spare So a railway was cut for 900 miles
over mountain lidges and across illimitable deserts and
steppes On April s8th, 1930, the Turkestan-Siberian